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Writing A Ballad

 

A ballad is a poetry form that is meant to be  sung. It has 4 line stanzas that have an ABAB rhyming pattern. Ballads usually have repeated lines, or refrains. These signal that a scene or character is changing. The refrain is often a nonsense line, which may not have any special meaning. The refrain is written in Italics. Notice also the capitalization and punctuation for a ballad. Here is a sample taken from the ballad we read called "Robin Hood and the Widow's Sons", by Tara McCarthy:

 

There are twelve months in all the year, As I hear many men say, But the merriest month in all the year Is the merry month of May.

 

Now Robin Hood is to Nottingham gone, With a link a down and a day, And there he met a simple widow, Was weeping on the way.

 

You will be creating your own ballads about a medieval topic of your choice. Some possible topics include:

	The Black Death
	Joan of Arc
	King Arthur

	Knights
	Magna Carta
	life (food, clothing, jobs)

	Feudal system
	castles
	the Crusades

	Medecine/Health
	Children's lives
	manors
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Your ballad must be at least 4 stanzas long. It should have a refrain that appears at least twice. It should follow the format discussed in class and shown on this assignment sheet. The final copy will be word-processed. We will be assembling a book of our ballads! We will also perform our ballads in class. Please leave a short post on your blog describing your topic choice and telling the world to standby!! Mr Power will OK the topic before beginning. Remember that you are not limited to the topics suggested on this sheet.

